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10: Members o f  t h e  human r e t r o v i r u s  subcommit tee  of  
t he  R e t r o v i r u s  S tudy  Group 

FROM: Harold Varmus 

I am e n c l o s i n g  two sets of documents for  s t u d y  and comment: a c o ! l e c t i o n  of  
p r o p o s a l s  fo r  naming human A I D S  v i r u s  i so l a t e s  and a g roup  of l e t te rs  t h a t  
p r o v i d e  a d v i c e  o r  endor semen t s  o f  o ther  p r o p o s a l s .  You w i l l  f i n d  a s u r p r i s i n g y y  
large number of names advanced ,  i n c l u d i n g  those a l r e a d y  i n  u s e  (see T a b l e ) .  
Many of these are v a r i a t i o n s  on t h e  same theme (e.g., dependen t  upon t h e  chojce 
of l e t t e r s  t o  emphas ize  i n  t h e  acronym) ,  b u t  there are  other d j f f e r e n c e s  t h a t  
r e p r e s e n t  f u n d a m e n t a l l y  d i s t i n c t  a t t i t u d e s  towards nomenc la tu re .  These r a n g e  
from t h e  n o n - d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  approach  of  numbering d i s t i n c t  human r e t r o v i r u s e s  i n  
order of  i s o l a t i o n  (e.g., human r e t r o v i r u s - 1 ,  -2, e tc . )  t o  a p p r o a c h e s  based upon 
d i s e a s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  (e.g., human A I D S  or AIDS-related v i r u s e s ) ,  p a t h o g e n e t i c  
mechanism (e .g . ,  human i m m u n o d e f i c i e n c y f v i r u s  or immunosuppression v i r u s ) ,  c e l l  
t r o p i s m  (human T ce l l  lympho t rop ic  v i r u s ) ,  or combina t ions  of these f e a t u r e s  
(e.g., human T lymphocyte d e s t r o y i n g  v i r u s ) .  

I n  r e s p o n d i n g  t o  these s u g g e s t i o n s ,  you s h o u l d  keep  i n  mind s e v e r a l  a s p e c t s  of 
t h e  problem: t h e  basis f o r  s p e c i a t i n g  v i r u s e s  as descr ibed  i n  my earlier 
m a i l i n g ;  t he  character is t ics  of  t h e  v i r u s ,  I f  a n y ,  t o  be emphasized by t h e  
choice of t h e  name; the  a c c e p t i b i l i t y  of names t o  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  and c l i n i c a l  
communi t ies ;  t h e  p r e c e d e n t s  f o r  choice of  names i n  r e t r o v i r o l o g y  ( i .e . ,  s h o u l d  
w e  conform t o  t h e  u s e  of hos t  s p e c i e s  and " v i r u s , "  ra ther  t h a n  " r e t r o v i r u s , "  i n  
the name?);  the d e v i c e s  t h a t  c o u l d  be used  t o  d e s i g n a t e  i n d i v i d u a l  i solates  of a 
s p e c i e s  (an i s s u e  n o t  f o r m a l l y  i n  o u r  pu rv iew) ;  t h e  effects  of  o u r  choice upon 
t h e  names f o r  o t h e r  human r e t r o v i r u s e s  (e.g., HTLV-1, human foamy v i r u s e s ) ;  a n d ,  
I suppose  i n e v i t a b l y ,  t h e  r e a l p o l j t i k  of what i s  l i k e l y  t o  be used  by those  
working  w i t h  t h e  v i r u s e s ,  i ndependen t  of theoretical c o n s i d e r a t s o n s .  

I would l i k e  t o  have  some r e s p o n s e  from everyone  w i t h i n  a week of r e c e i v i n g  t h i s  
l e t t e r .  Responses may be s i m p l e  s t a t e m e n t s  of  p r e f e r e n c e s  o r  po in t -by -po in t  
a n a l y s e s  o f  the  v a r i o u s  p r o p o s a l s .  A l l  are r e q u e s t e d  t o  r e t u r n  a straw ba l lo t  
t h a t  is also e n c l o s e d .  I hope w i t h  t h i s  v o t e  t o  get some idea of  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  
of  r e a c h i n g  a n  ag reemen t ,  w i t h  o r  w i t h o u t  a m e e t i n g  of a t  least some members of 
o u r  group.  



Names Proposed Acronyms 

Human re t  ro v i  r u  s - 3 
Human AIDS v i r u s  (or AIDS-associated v i r u s )  
AIDS-associated r e t r o v i r u s  
Human AIDS-related r e t r o v i r u s  
Human A I D S  r e t r o v i r u s  
Lymphoadenopathy-AIDS v i r u s  
Human AIDS-lymphotropic v i r u s  

Human T ce l l  lymphotropi  c v i r u s - I 1 1  
Human T lympho t rop ic  r e t r o v i r u s  
Human lympho t rop ic  r e t r o v i r u s  
Human T lymphocyte d e s t r o y i n g  v i r u s  
Human T ce l l  immunodepressant (or c y t o c i d a l )  v i r u s  
Human immunodeficiency v i r u s  
Human immunosuppression v i r u s  

(or lympho t rop ic  AIDS-causing v i r u s )  

HRV-3, or HR-3 
HAV (or AAV)  
ARV 
HARV 
HAR 
LAV 
HALV ( o r  HLAV) 

HTLV-I I I 
HTLR 
HLRV 
HTLDV 
H T I V  ( o r  HTCV) 
H I D V  
HISV (or H I V )  


